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County Council meeting held on 21 June 2018

Responses to Member Questions

Name of member: Roger Bingham

QUESTION:

What was the reason for the delay in the answer asked at the previous full Council 
meeting regarding the details of the skills of County Council Social Workers who deal 
with deaf and hard of hearing clients?

RESPONSE:

Dear Councillor Bingham 

Re: Question at Council – 21 June 2018 

Further to your question regarding the delay in you receiving a response to your 
question originally raised at Council on 19 April and our conversation on 21 June I would 
like to provide the following explanation. 

Following receipt of the original enquiry, colleagues in the newly formed People 
directorate did initiate the work on a response. However, the original information did not 
accurately reflect the specific nature of your enquiry and I requested further input from 
another colleague. I hope the information you received was appropriate and provided 
you with some assurance. 

The delay was too lengthy in this instance and for this I apologise to both you and 
Cumbria Deaf Association. 

If it will assist you and Cumbria Deaf Association, I am more than happy to attend one of 
your future meetings to discuss the specific matter further. 

I hope that this response is satisfactory and I am happy to meet you to discuss the 
matter further should you feel it necessary. 

Yours sincerely 
John Macilwraith 
Executive Director – People 
(Deputy Chief Executive)

Name of member: Shirley Evans

QUESTION: 

What would it mean for the children of Cumbria and what improvements would they 
see following the agreement at Cabinet of the Alternative Education Provision 
Proposals.
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RESPONSE :

Alternative Education Provision (AEP) Proposals

What would Cabinet’s approval for the plans for AEP mean for the children of 
Cumbria and what improvements would they see?

Alternative Provision exists as a concept to ‘fill the gaps’ in our education system, 
and to provide opportunities to access learning for young people who struggle to 
succeed in mainstream schools. The experiences of children and young people who 
struggle in the mainstream are not good. They are more likely to be excluded from 
school, either on a fixed term or a permanent basis and they are more likely to be 
NEET. There are a number of subsequent factors related to these which impact on 
future life chances and ongoing social immobility.

As such, Alternative Provision meets the needs of some of our most vulnerable 
young people which would otherwise not be met.

Furthermore, there are a number of challenges currently in the English education 
system which marginalise this already socially excluded cohort: 

 Harder subjects at GCSE – exam content has increased by around %30 per 
subject, 

 Linear examinations – instead of regular, ‘modular’ exams, young people sit a 
large number of long exams in which they must be able to recall large 
amounts of information, 

 Narrower curriculum – the new performance measures of Progress 8 and the 
EBACC mean that fewer ‘vocational’ or ‘practical’ subjects are available for 
young people to choose from. These are subjects which have previously been 
of benefit to this already disadvantaged group.

All of the above has hastened the need for Alternative Provision to be made 
available.

Children and Young People attending Alternative Provision in Cumbria will have a 
curriculum which meets their needs, provides specific advice and guidance about 
careers and next steps in their education, and will develop a sense of self-esteem 
and self-efficacy which will enable them to go on to lead independent and satisfying 
lives.
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